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Dear Friends, Colleagues, and SAPE Members, 
 
The proceedings of our past 10th SAPE meeting in 2023 
in Malaga were recently published in June 2025 in 
GEOBIOS (vol. 90) see:  
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/geobios/vol/90/s
uppl/C.  

I wish to express my sincere thanks again to 
Francisco “Kiko” Serrano, his editorial team and all 
authors for realizing and contributing to this wonderful 
volume. 

In less than a year our 11th SAPE meeting is coming 
up in October 2026 in Ötautahi Christchurch, New 
Zealand and I hope to meet many of you in person there. 
The organizing committee is already working hard and 
an update on the upcoming SAPE meeting is provided in 
this newsletter. 

We, the executive council, have already taken the 
first necessary steps to prepare SAPE for its next three-
year cycle in accordance with our statutes. Our recently 
formed nomination committee [thanks to Hanneke Meijer 
(Bergen, NOR), Luis Chiappe (Los Angeles, U.S.A.), and 
Trevor Worthy (Adelaide, AUS) for their service] is 
already searching for potential candidates for upcoming 

open positions. Be aware that only active members 
(being SAPE members continuously for at least the past 
four years) are eligible for any of the open offices in the 
next executive council and that only active members will 
be allowed to vote during our next Business Meeting. If 
not done already for the 2023-2026 period, please pay 
your membership fees! Dues and/or donations can be 
paid easiest via PayPal to the SAPE society (find 
instructions on our SAPE-homepage. See: 
https://www.sapesociety.org/?page_id=11). 

If you have any proposals or questions concerning 
our SAPE Society, please let us know several weeks in 
advance for the next meeting so that the executive 
council can discuss these during the next Stated Meeting 
and subsequently during our Business Meeting in 
Christchurch. 
 
Call for proposals to host the 12th international SAPE 
meeting in 2029:  
SAPE is searching for a host and host institution for the 
next 12th international meeting of the SAPE in 2029. 
Potential hosts must submit a written proposal to the 
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president (email: ursula.goehlich@nhm.at) not later than 
end of March 2026.  

The proposal must specify the details of the meeting 
and include a guarantee to publish and distribute the 
proceedings of the meeting in a collected form according 
to the highest scientific standards, including peer review. 
Please be aware, that the Host Site shall have all local 
and financial responsibilities for the preparation and 
running of the Stated Meeting. The selection of the next 
venue will then be made during our next Business 
Meeting in Christchurch by vote of the present members. 

As this is my last note as President of SAPE, I wish 
to warmly thank Vanesa (Secretary), Adam (Treasurer) 

and Jingmai (Vice-President and President Elect) for 
their supportive and straightforward cooperation. It was 
a pleasure to work with you. I also thank the current 
members-at-large for their contributions, Estelle for 
taking care of our homepage for many past years, and 
Paul who recently took over this task. May SAPE 
continue to attract many new members who strengthen 
our research discipline. I hope to meet many of you 
personally in Christchurch next year. 
 
Ursula Göhlich 
President 

 
 
 

SAPE HONOURS MARK NORELL (1957-2025) 
 
Mark Norell was a paleontologist of legend, known for his 
adventures in the field, his keen insights into reptile 
evolution, his impressive art collection, and his love of a 
good time. He is widely considered one of the most 
insightful paleontologists of his generation and he was 
respected by all. He is perhaps best known for his 
decades of fossil hunting adventures across Mongolia, 
where he discovered and described numerous species 
of dinosaurs, mammals, lizards, and more. He also was 
heavily involved in the early study and description of 
feathered dinosaurs from China beginning in the 1990’s. 
His early adventures in China are documented in his 
Anthony Bourdain style book, Feathered dragons, 
beautifully illustrated by photographs taken by Mick 
Ellison, Mark’s scientific illustrator, photographer, and 
longtime friend. Compared to most paleontologists, Mark 

had an unconventional beginning. He was teaching 
molecular biology at Yale when he was hired in 1990 by 
the American Museum of Natural History to be their 
dinosaur paleontologist, where he served for over 30 
years. Mark served Chairman of the Paleontology 
department for many years and trained several 
generations of paleontologists who carry on his legacy 
around the world.  He was an avid traveler, conducting 
fieldwork and visiting friends all around the world while 
also finding time to curate exhibits, write popular books, 
and make fashion statements. After battling health 
issues related to a heart attack in 2020, Mark finally 
passed away of heart failure in September of this year at 
the age of 68 surrounded by friends and family.  
 

.
 
 
 

SAPE HONOURS PIERRE COCKX 
 
Those who were lucky to know Dr. Pierre Cockx 
remember him as smart, witty, funny, kind, and hard 
working. Originally from Fance, he was soft spoken, but 
when he opened his mouth it was always to quietly let 
loose a comment that was either insightful or funny and 
often times both. He was only 27 when he passed away 
suddenly of cardiac failure in July, while serving as a 
postdoctoral researcher at the IVPP. Pierre did his BSc 
in Earth Sciences at the University of Western Brittany 
and his MSc in Paleontology at the University of Rennes, 
advised by Drs Didier Néraudeau and Vincent Perrichot. 
I first knew him as a co-author, working together to 
describe 100-million-year-old feathers preserved in the 
famous Kachin amber during his PhD. Fossil amber was 
the focus of his PhD research while at the University of 
Regina studying under Dr. Ryan McKellar, where he 
described feathers and insects from Myanmar and 
Canada. He then went on to do a postdoc at the 
University of Bristol with Dr. Michael J. Benton. This 
summer I finally got to meet Pierre in person in the most 
intimate way possible – two weeks of field work in the 
remote western region of Gansu Province led by his 
postdoc advisor, Dr. HU Han. During this time in the far 
west of China, our small posse of ‘laowai’ quarried every 
day for hours in search of Mesozoic birds (which we 
found) and in the evenings had many laughs with our 
Chinese colleagues and curious locals. Over wine and 
sometimes dance music, Pierre spoke to me of his desire 
to marry his girlfriend “Bai”, who I met a couple weeks 
later in Beijing as his fiancée, and his possible desire for 

children in the future. By the end of the trip I considered 
him a good friend and it was a horrible shock to hear 
about his passing only a month later. Pierre’s untimely 
death is a tragedy, and our hearts go out to his parents 
and fiancée. In honor of Pierre’s memory and the legacy 
he leaves behind, a memorial fund has been established 
by his family. This fund will support young researchers 
interested in pursuing palaeontology graduate studies. 
We invite you to contribute to this fund as a way of 
celebrating Pierre’s life and continuing the impact he 
made on all of us. Any amount is deeply appreciated and 
will go directly toward providing financial support to 
graduate students following an academic path similar to 
Pierre's.  
To donate, please visit:  
www.royalsaskmuseum.ca/donate/donate-now and 
indicate the "Pierre Cockx fund" in the notes field above 
the payment details. Your donations will be managed by 
the Friends of the Royal Saskatchewan Museum, a non-
profit group supporting student research. Your support 
means the world to those who knew and loved Pierre. 
 
(Jingmai O’Connor) 
 
Publications: 
LOEWEN, E.J.T., BALKWILL, M.A., ROLIM, J.M., COCKX, P., 

VELEZ CAICEDO, M., MUEHLENBACHS, K., TAPPERT, 
R.,BORKENT, A., ENGEL. M.S., SOMERS, C., & 

MCKELLAR, R.C. (In press): New Canadian amber 

mailto:ursula.goehlich@nhm.at
http://www.royalsaskmuseum.ca/donate/donate-now
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deposit fills gap in fossil record near end-Cretaceous 
mass extinction. – Current Biology. 

SOSIAK, C., COCKX, P., ARAGONÉS SUAREZ, P., MCKELLAR, 
R.C., & BARDEN, P. (In press): Prolonged faunal 
turnover in earliest ants revealed by North American 
Cretaceous amber. – Current Biology. 

COCKX, P., TAPPERT, R., MUEHLENBACHS, K., SOMERS, C., 
& MCKELLAR, R.C. (2021): Amber from a 
Tyrannosaurus rex bonebed deposit (Saskatchewan, 
Canada) with implications for paleoenvironment and 
paleoecology. – Cretaceous Research, 125: 104865. 

COCKX, P., MCKELLAR, R., TAPPERT, R., VAVREK, M., & 

MUEHLENBACHS, K. (2020): Bonebed amber as a new 
source of paleontological data: the case of the 
Pipestone Creek deposit (Upper Cretaceous), 
Alberta, Canada. – Gondwana Research, 81: 
378−389. 

XING, L.*, COCKX, P.*, & MCKELLAR, R.C. (2020): 
Disassociated feathers in Burmese amber shed new 
light on mid-Cretaceous dinosaurs and avifauna. – 
Gondwana Research, 82: 241−253. 

XING, L., O’CONNOR, J.L., NIU, K., COCKX, P., MAI, H., & 

MCKELLAR, R. (2020): A new enantiornithine (Aves) 
preserved in mid-Cretaceous Burmese amber 
contributes to growing diversity of Cretaceous 
plumage patterns. – Frontiers in Earth Science, 8: 
264. 

XING, L.*, COCKX, P.*, O’CONNOR, J.K., & MCKELLAR, R.C. 
(2020): A newly discovered enantiornithine foot 
preserved in mid-Cretaceous Burmese amber. – 
Palaeoentomology, 3(2): 212−219. 

MCKELLAR, R.C., JONES, E., ENGEL, M.S., TAPPERT, R., 
WOLFE, AP., MUEHLENBACHS, K., COCKX, P., 

KOPPELHUS, E., & CURRIE, P. J. (2019): A direct 
association between amber and dinosaur remains 
provides paleoecological insights. – Scientific 
Reports, 9(1): 1−7. 

XING, L.*, COCKX, P.*, MCKELLAR, R. C., & O’CONNOR, J. 
(2018): Ornamental feathers in Cretaceous Burmese 
amber: resolving the enigma of rachis-dominated 
feather structure. – Journal of Palaeogeography, 
7(1): 13. 

COCKX, P., & MCKELLAR, R.C. (2018): A new genus and 
species of the subfamily Pemphredoninae 
(Hymenoptera: Crabronidae) in Upper Cretaceous 
amber from Myanmar. – Comptes Rendus Palevol, 
17(3): 153−157. 

COCKX, P., MCKELLAR, R.C., & PERRICHOT, V. (2016): First 
records of the subfamilies Bethylinae (Hymenoptera: 
Bethylidae) and Cleptinae (Hymenoptera: 
Chrysididae) in Upper Cretaceous amber from 
France. – Cretaceous Research, 68: 1−8. 

COCKX, P., & MCKELLAR, R.C. (2016): First record of the 
family Scolebythidae (Hymenoptera) in mid-
Cretaceous amber from Myanmar. – Cretaceous 
Research, 67: 133−139. 

COCKX, P., KEATING, J.N., & BENTON, M.J. (Accepted): 
Estimating ancestral states of complex characters: a 
case study on the evolution of feathers. – Systematic 
Biology. 

 
“*” denotes a co-first author position. 
 
 

 
 
 

11TH SAPE MEETING IN ŌTAUTAHI CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND, 2026 
 
We are looking forward to hosting the next SAPE 

Meeting in 2026 in Christchurch, NZ. The conference will 

be held in Central Christchurch, between Tuesday, 

October 20th – Friday, October 23rd. The venue will be 

the Town Hall, overlooking the Avon River. There will be 

a range of accommodation options, with restaurants and 

pubs close by. You can find more information about this 

great city here https://www.christchurchnz.com/.  

We hope to have a website up and running before 

sending out the second circular in March next year, 

which is around the time we expect registration to open. 

So start thinking about those abstracts!  

We are currently welcoming proposals for: 

• Symposia 

• Special Sessions 

• Workshops 

Submit your proposals to the organizing committee 

members (please refer to the First Circular for details) 

and help us build an unforgettable program! 

 

(Vanesa De Pietri)

 
 

CÉCILE MOURER-CHAUVIRÉ TRAVEL GRANTS 
 
Call for applications for the Cécile Mourer-Chauviré 
Travel Grant: 
 
As with the previous two meetings, SAPE is once again 
offering the opportunity to apply for Cécile Mourer-
Chauviré Travel Grants, the scope of which is to provide 
financial support for graduate students and 
disadvantaged scholars to attend the SAPE meeting to 
present their research. 

Applications must be sent not later than the end of 
March 2026 to the secretary Vanesa De Pietri 
(sape.secretary@gmail.com) or the president 
(ursula.goehlich@nhm.at). 
Please contact the secretary or the president to receive 
further information about the application guidelines. 
Please remember that the Cécile Mourer-Chauviré 
Travel Grant for students relies entirely on your 
membership dues and donations. Thank you for your 
support!

 
 

mailto:sape.secretary@gmail.com
mailto:ursula.goehlich@nhm.at
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 10TH SAPE MEETING 
 
The special issue of Geobios arising from the 10th SAPE 
Meeting—edited by Kiko Serrano and comprising of 
twelve papers—was finally published in June 2025. The 
full volume is available here:  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/geobios/vol/90/s
uppl/C 
. 

 
 
 

CALL FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 
Anyone not listed on the website 
(http://www.sapesociety.org/?page_id=109) as a current 
SAPE member is encouraged to follow the instructions 
on the SAPE website (http://www.sapesociety.org) and 
renew your membership immediately. Please also 
encourage your colleagues and students to join the 
society. (Please note that you if you have recently paid 
your membership fees, you may not yet be on the list).  

The membership rate is $30.00 USD for students and 
$50 USD for professionals for a 3-year period between 
SAPE meetings. Dues paid now will cover the period 

from now until the SAPE meeting in Christchurch in 
2026. We do provide discounted rates ($20 USD) for 
members residing in Middle HDI and developing 
countries. Please see our website for details.  

The entire executive council would like to thank you 
in advance for renewing your membership and 
supporting SAPE and our mission. If you would like to 
make an additional gift to the society please reach out to 
Treasurer, Adam Smith (paleobirdsmith@gmail.com) 
and/or SAPE President Ursula Göhlich 
(ursula.goehlich@nhm-wien.ac.at). 

 
 

 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT  

 
Overall, the society is in good financial standing. 
Donations and membership dues during the period of 
October 1st, 2024, through September 30th of 2025 
generated $386.5 (USD). Expenditures over the last year 
were limited to website hosting service fees (~$160 
USD). The current bank balance of The SAPE stands at 

$9,954.84 USD, and will allow us to offer Cecile Mourer-
Chauviré Travel Grants to student members of the 
society for the upcoming meeting in New Zealand in 
2026. 
 
SAPE Treasurer, N. Adam Smith

  

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

7th International Palaeontological Congress 
You are warmly invited to attend the 7th International 
Palaeontological Congress (IPC7) in Cape Town, South 
Africa from the 30 November to 3 December 2026.  
Please visit our website for more details: 
 The 7th International Palaeontological Congress 
(ipc7.site) 
  

 
 

 
NEWS FROM MEMBERS AND RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

 
 

ARGENTINA 

 
CAROLINA ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, from the Museo de La 
Plata and CONICET continues her work on Antarctic and 
South American fossil birds. She is actively involved in 
collaborative projects focused on Neogene material from 
Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, and Colombia, together with 
colleagues from those countries.  

She also contributes to the training of young 
scientists: three of her students have recently completed 
their Ph.D. degrees and continue their postdoctoral 
research on the anatomy and taxonomy of 

Procellariiformes (Dra. ALEJANDRA PIRO), the 
osteohistology of penguins (Dr. LUIS GARAT), and the 
cranial and cervical anatomy, ontogeny, and 
biomechanics of woodpeckers (Dr. SEBASTIÁN LYONS). In 
addition, three other students are currently pursuing Ph.D. 
projects on the functional anatomy of Antarctic penguins 
(MARÍA ALEJANDRA SOSA), Cretaceous birds from 
Antarctica (FACUNDO IRAZOQUI, co-supervised by Dra. 
ARIANA PAULINA CARABAJAL), and the anatomy of the 
autopodium in birds and mammals (BRUNO QUAGGIA, co-

http://www.sapesociety.org/?page_id=109
http://www.sapesociety.org/
mailto:paleobirdsmith@gmail.com
https://www.ipc7.site/fieldtrip.html
https://www.ipc7.site/fieldtrip.html
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supervised by Dr. Javier N. Gelfo). Carolina is still a 
member of the Expert Group on Geoheritage and 
Geoconservation of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic 
Research (SCAR) and serves as Professor at the 
Universidad Nacional de La Plata, where she teaches 
Principles of Paleontology (for second-year Paleontology 
students and fifth-year education students) and 
Vertebrate Paleontology (for fifth-year Paleontology 
students). 

Research at the LACEV (Laboratorio de Anatomía 
Comparada y Evolución de los Vertebrados, at the Museo 
Argentino de Ciencias Naturales “Bernardino Rivadavia” 
CONICET) currently focuses on diverse topics on 
Cenozoic and late Mesozoic birds and early bird 
evolution.  

PhD candidate G. ÁLVAREZ HERRERA is investigating 
multiple aspects of the anatomy of Vegavis iaai, using this 
material to explore early evolutionary patterns within 
Anseriformes, Galliformes, and Neoaves. S. ROZADILLA 
completed his dissertation on the systematics and 
evolutionary history of palaeognaths, and is now focusing 
on anatomical studies of enantiornithine birds. G. LO 

COCO, is developing several new studies centered on 
muscular reconstruction and forelimb biomechanics 
across the dinosaur–bird transition. F. AGNOLÍN is 
engaged in the characterization of new Cenozoic bird taxa 
from Patagonia and in research dealing with the historical 
trajectory of fossil bird collections in museums. M. MOTTA 
dedicates most of his work to understanding the non-
avian dinosaur–bird transition, including the development 
of new phylogenetic frameworks that reconsider the 
sequence of evolutionary steps leading to powered flight. 
He additionally studies the diversity and morphology of 
early paravian lineages from Patagonia and their 
significance for elucidating avian origins. 

After 36 wonderful years working in this fascinating 
field—the evolution of birds—, CLAUDIA TAMBUSSI is now 
retired. It has been an incredible journey full of 
discoveries, ideas, and great people. She will keep 
reading and following her colleagues’ work with the same 
curiosity and enthusiasm as always. She thanks everyone 
who shared this path with her. 

The Avian Biomorphodynamics Research Group 
(ABReG) constituted by CONICET (National Scientific 
and Technical Research Council, Argentina) researchers 
FEDERICO “DINO” DEGRANGE, MARÍA MANUELA DEMMEL 

FERREIRA and MILAGROS TORRES ETCHEGORRY (Research 
Center on Earth Sciences – CICTERRA, National 
University of Córdoba) in Córdoba; CLAUDIO G. BARBEITO, 
JULIETA CARRIL, NANCY ARIAS and MARIA CECILIA NETRI 
(Institute of Animal Morphology and Pathology -IMPA-, 
Faculty of Veterinary Sciences, National University of La 
Plata), and RICARDO DE MENDOZA (Faculty of Exact and 
Natural Sciences of the National University of Mar del 
Plata) in Buenos Aires province, continue their work on 
several topics on the biology, paleobiology and evolution 
of South American and Antarctic birds. Using different 
approaches and methodological tools the main present 
research carried out focuses on the study of network 
analysis to examine avian musculoskeletal anatomy, 
ontogeny, and evolution; biomechanical disparity of the 
skull of several birds, the evolution of the cervical system 
in Cariamiformes (with emphasis on terror birds), the 
evolution of diving in ducks, the evolution of brain 
morphology and sense organs in stem-Anseriformes 
(including the Paleocene Conflicto), as well as in fossil 
Pleistocene Passeriformes; and the study of the 
morphology and development of reproductive and 
digestive system of parrots by means of histological, 
histochemical, and immunohistochemical techniques. 

Additional research includes the description of a new 
specimen of a terror bird coming from Mendoza, a new 
duck coming from the Pliocene of La Rioja, the jaw 
myology of the burrowing owl, and the analysis of the 
fossil avifauna from the Atlantic coast of Buenos Aires 
Province.  
 
ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C., SOSA, M.A., PIRO, A., IRAZOQUI, 

F. (2025):  La historia evolutiva de las aves marinas de 
América del sur a través del registro fósil. – El 
Hornero, Volumen 39, Número 2: 15-36. Volumen 
Especial. 

AGNOLIN, F. L., CHAFRAT, P., & ÁLVAREZ-HERRERA, G. P. 
(2025): New specimens of Patagorhacos terrificus 
Agnolín and Chafrat, 2015 (Aves) shed light on the 
phylogeny and evolution of the Phorusrhacidae. – 
Historical Biology, 1-13. 

AGNOLÍN, F. L., ÁLVAREZ HERRERA, G., ROZADILLA, S., & 

CONTRERAS, V. (2025): First late Miocene bird 
assemblage from central Argentina, with the 
description of new taxa. – Historical Biology, 1-17. 

BONINI, R.A.; ROMANO, C.O.; MIÑO-BOILINI, A.R.; ARMELLA, 
M.A.; MADOZZO-JAÉN, M.C.; TORRES-CARRO, V.; 
NUÑEZ-BLASCO, A.; REARTE, D.E.; DEGRANGE, F.J.; 
PREVOSTI, F.J.; SCHMIDT, G.I.; ZURITA, A.E.; SFERCO, E.; 
CRUZ, L.E.; ROBLEDO, J.M.; BAEZ, J.S.; CRISAFULLI, A.; 
PISANO, M.F.; BELLINZONI, J.E.; PRADO, J.L.; 
SPAGNUOLO, C.M.; IBAÑEZ, L.M.; GEORGIEFF, S.M.; 
OCHOA, J.G. & GARCÍA, M.E. (2025): Late Neogene 
vertebrates from the Villavil - Quillay Basin 
(Northwestern Argentina): diversity and chronological 
implications. – Journal of South American Earth 
Sciences, 163: 105599. 
DOI:10.1016/j.jsames.2025.105599 

CANNELL, A.E. & DEGRANGE, F.J. (2025): Into thin air: the 
loss of the Pliocene giant volant birds. – Evolving 
Earth, 3: 100055. DOI: 10.1016/j.eve.2024.100055. 

CARRIL, J.; DE MENDOZA, R.S.; DEGRANGE, F.J.; BARBEITO, 
C.G. & TAMBUSSI, C.P. (2024): The evolutionary 
journey of the avian foot through its networks. – 
Nature Communications, 15: 9888. 
DOI:10.1038/s41467-024-54297-9 

DE LOS REYES, M., ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C., SOSA, M. A. 
(in press): A Rallidae (Aves, Gruiformes) from the 
Pleistocene La Esperanza Formation of Olavarría 
(Argentina). –  PE-APA 

DEGRANGE, F.J.; TAMBUSSI, C.P. & WITMER, L.M. (2025): 
Reversing the Trend: The Evolution of Cranial 
Akinesis in the Terror Birds (Cariamiformes, 
Phorusrhacidae). – Fossil Studies 3: 12. DOI: 
10.3390/fossils3030012 

DEGRANGE, F.J.; COOKE, S.B.; ORTIZ-PABÓN, L.G.; 
PELEGRIN, J.S.; PERDOMO, C.A.; SALAS-GISMONDI, R.; 
LINK, A. (2025): Too Much Terror: A Gigantic Terror 
Bird (Cariamiformes: Phorusrhacidae) from the Middle 
Miocene of La Venta, Colombia. – Diversity, 17: 681. 
DOI: 10.3390/d17100681 

FRATANI, J., FONTANARROSA, G., CARRIL, J., DE MENDOZA, 
R.S.; TAMBUSSI, C.P & DOS SANTOS DA. (2025): Graph 
Theory Applications in Morphology: Insights from 
Argentina. – Journal of Experimental Zoology Part B: 
Molecular and Developmental Evolution. DOI: 
10.1002/jez.b.23334 

GARAT, L.M., TALEVI, M., ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C. (2025): 
Penguin osteohistology, the key role of the Internal 
Circumferential Layer in gender determination. – Polar 
Biology, 48 (38). https://doi.org/10.21203/rs.3.rs-
5094072/v1 

GARCÍA MARSÀ, J. A. G., AGNOLÍN, F. L., ANGST, D., & 

BUFFETAUT, E. (2025): Paleohistological Analysis of 

https://doi.org/10.21203/rs.3.rs-5094072/v1
https://doi.org/10.21203/rs.3.rs-5094072/v1
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“Terror Birds” (Phorusrhacidae, Brontornithidae): 
Paleobiological Inferences. Diversity, 17(3): 153. 

IRAZOQUI, F., ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C., GELFO, JAVIER N., 
PAULINA CARABAJAL, A., BONA, P. & ACOSTA BURLAILLE, 
L. (2026; 2025 online): Diving in the Maastrichtian of 
Marambio (Seymour) Island: A new member of the 
Neoaves in the Cretaceous Antarctic avifauna. – 
Cretaceous Research 179 (2026) 106259. 

LINK, A.; MORENO-BERNAL, J.W.; DEGRANGE, F.J.; COOKE, 
S.B.; ORTIZ-PABÓN, L.G.; PERDOMO, C.A. & SALAS-
GISMONDI, R. (2025): Direct evidence of trophic 
interaction between a crocodyliform and a large terror 
bird in the Middle Miocene of La Venta, Colombia. – 
Biology Letters, 21: 20250113. DOI: 
doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2025.0113. 

LO COCO, G. E., MOTTA, M. J., AGNOLÍN, F. L., & NOVAS, F. 
E. (2025): Reconstruction of pectoral musculature in 
non-avialan paravians and basal birds: implications in 
the acquisition of flapping flight. – BMC Ecology and 
Evolution, 25(1): 113. 

LYONS, S., ROSSET, S., PICASSO, M., & & ACOSTA 

HOSPITALECHE, C. (in press): Functional and 
evolutionary insights from postnatal skull and cervical 
development in woodpeckers (Aves: Picidae). – 
Vertebrate Zoology. 

MARTINELLI, A. G., BOGAN, S., AGNOLIN, F., MIÑANA, M., 
MAYONI, M. G., PEREZ WINTER, C. V., ... & WINCKLER, G. 
(2025): Catálogo de modelos de animales extintos en 
el Colegio Nacional de Buenos Aires:“Los Modelos 
Vetter”. – Historia Natural, 15 (1): 27-55. 

MOTTA, M. J., & NOVAS, F. E. (2025): Osteology of 
Austroraptor cabazai (Paraves: Theropoda): a 
southern gigantic unenlagiid from the Late Cretaceous 
of Patagonia. – Historical Biology, 1-123. 

MOTTA, M. J., AGNOLÍN, F. L., BRISSÓN EGLI, F., ROZADILLA, 
S., & NOVAS, F. E. (2025): Phylogenetic relationships 
of Unenlagiidae among Paraves (Dinosauria). – 
Journal of Systematic Palaeontology, 23(1): 2529608. 

REGUERO, M., ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C., O’GORMAN, J., 
MOLY, J. (2025): The Antarctic fossil vertebrate 
collection of the Museo de La Plata: historical 
perspective of four decades of earth sciences 
investigations in Antarctica. – Volumen Especial 
Publicación Electrónica de la Asociación 
Paleontológica Argentina, 25(1): 248–277. 
https://doi.org/10.5710/PEAPA.05.09.2024.465 

SMITH, J.A.; DOWDING, E.M.; ABDELHADY, A.A. ET AL. 
(2025): Identifying the Big Questions in paleontology: 
a community-driven project. – Paleobiology, 51: 408-
431. DOI:10.1017/pab.2025.10042 

SOSA, M.A., ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C. (2025): Hindlimb 
muscles of the Emperor Penguin Aptenodytes forsteri 
(Aves, Sphenisciformes) at different postnatal 
ontogenetic stages. – Journal of Anatomy, 00: 1–28. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/joa.14217 

STEFANINI, M.I.; MILLA CARMONA, P.S.; GÓMEZ-BAHAMÓN, 
V.; MONGIARDINO KOCH, N.; SOTO, I.M.; GÓMEZ, R.O.; 
ZYSKOWSKI, K. & TAMBUSSI, C.P. (2025): Craniofacial 
modularity and the evolution of cranial kinesis in the 
adaptive radiation of Furnariidae (Aves: 
Passeriformes). – Evolution, 79: 625-640. DOI: 
10.1093/evolut/qpaf013 

TORRES ETCHEGORRY, M. & DEGRANGE, F.J. (2025): 
Insights into Argentavis magnificens (Aves, 
Teratornithidae) lifestyle based on its neuroanatomy. 
– Journal of Anatomy, 246: 1001-1018. DOI: 
10.1111/joa.14184. 

 
CONFERENCE ABSTRACTS 
 

ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C., GELFO, J. N., QUAGGIA, B. & 

REGUERO, M. A. (2024): Antarctic Geoheritage and 
Geoconservation on two Holocene sites of South 
Shetland Islands, Antarctica. 11th SCAR Open 
Science Conference. Pucón, Chile, 19 al 23 de agosto 
de 2024. 

ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C., SOSA, M. A. (2025): Meet the 
Antarctic giant: the world’s largest penguin skull ever 
discovered. Abstract Book, p. 88. – XIVth International 
Symposium on Antarctic Earth Sciences. Punta 
Arenas, 18 al 23 de agosto de 2025. 

ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C.; SOSA, M. ALEJANDRA; DE LOS 

REYES, M., AND BIGURRARENA OJEDA, M. (2024): A new 
Eocene skeleton from Seymour Island reshapes our 
understanding of fossil penguin anatomy. – 11th 
SCAR Open Science Conference. Pucón, Chile, 19 al 
23 de agosto de 2024.  

ARIAS, N.; CARRIL, J.; DE MENDOZA, R.S.; NETRI, M.C. & 

BARBEITO, C.G. (2025): The origin and diversification 
of the stomach morphotypes of birds. – Acta 
Zoologica Lilloana, 69: 503-504. II Congreso 
Latinoamericano de Evolución (CLEVOL). 

CARRIL, J.; DE MENDOZA, R.S.; BARBEITO, C.G. & TAMBUSSI, 
C.P. (2025): The network ontogeny of the chicken’s 
hind limbs. – Acta Zoologica Lilloana, 69: 372-373. II 
Congreso Latinoamericano de Evolución (CLEVOL). 

DE MENDOZA, R.S.; CARRIL, J. & TAMBUSSI C.P. (2025): 
Functional trait networks reveal patterns of centrality, 
integration and modularity in birds. – Acta Zoologica 
Lilloana, 69: 289-290. II Congreso Latinoamericano 
de Evolución (CLEVOL). 

GAO, L., ZHU, C.,ZHOU, L., DING, X., RILEY, T.R., BASTIAS-
SILVA, J., GELFO, J.N., ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C., HU, 
X., ZHANG, M., GUO, X., ZHANG, Y., GONG, X., WU, H., 
PEI, J., YANG, Z., DENG, J., ZHAO, Y. (2025): The 
Antarctic Peninsula-Scotia Sea coastal orogenesis 
triggered reorganization of global ocean-climate 
system in the Cenozoic. Abstract Book, p. 107. – 
XIVth International Symposium on Antarctic Earth 
Sciences. Punta Arenas, 18 al 23 de agosto de 2025.  

GELABERT, A., GARCÍA, R., MÁRQUEZ, G., ACOSTA 

HOSPITALECHE, C. (2024): Riqueza y biodeterioro de 
líquenes sobre fósiles de la colección de 
Paleobotánica del Museo de La Plata (LPPB). – XVII 
Encuentro de Biólog@s en red | 14 y 15 de noviembre 
de 2024, Acta de Resúmenes, p. 31. 

GELFO, J., ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C., SANTILLANA, S., 
MONTES, M., TOROSSIAN, C. AND REGUERO, M. (2024): 
U/Pb ages of detrital zircons from Cucullaea I 
Allomember, La Meseta Formation in 
Marambio/Seymour Island, Antarctica. – 11th SCAR 
Open Science Conference.Pucón, Chile, 19 al 23 de 
agosto de 2024. 

IRAZOQUI, F., ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C. AND PAULINA 

CARABAJAL, A. (2024): El canal sinsacral de una 
Neornithes Maastrichtiana Antártica: descripción y 
comparación con Spheniscidae Y Gaviidae. – 
Reunión de Comunicaciones de la Asociación 
Paleontológica Argentina (RCAPA), San Rafael 
(Mendoza), 25 a 27 de noviembre de 2024. Libro de 
resúmenes, 79-80. 

MARTÍNEZ, L. PANTI, C. PUJANA, R., ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, 
C., GELFO, J., O’GORMAN, J., & REGUERO, M. (2025): 
Fossil leaves and wood remains from Potter 
Peninsula, King George Island (25 de Mayo Island), 
Antarctica. Abstract Book, p. 132. XIVth International 
Symposium on Antarctic Earth Sciences. Punta 
Arenas, 18 al 23 de agosto de 2025.  

PAULINA-CARABAJAL, A., IRAZOQUI F., DÍAZ-MARTÍNEZ, I., 
ULLOA-GUAIQUIN K., ACOSTA-HOSPITALECHE C., & 

https://doi.org/10.5710/PEAPA.05.09.2024.465
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PASSALÍA M. (2025): Invertebrate borings in wood and 
dinosaur bones from the Upper Cretaceous Cerro 
Fortaleza Formation, Patagonia, Argentina. XIII 
Congreso de la Asociación Paleontológica Argentina. 
Paraná, Entre Ríos, 24 al 28 de noviembre de 2025. 

QUAGGIA, B. GELFO, J. ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C. (2025): 
Redescripción e inferencias respecto de un 
metacarpal (Mammalia Indet.) del Eoceno de Isla 
Marambio, Antártida. – 38 Jornadas Argentinas de 
Paleontología Vertebrados. San Luis, 21 al 23 de 
mayo de 2025. 

REGUERO, M. (2025): Fossil leaves and wood remains 
from Potter Peninsula, King George Island (25 de 
Mayo Island), Antarctica. Abstract Book, p. 132. – 
XIVth International Symposium on Antarctic Earth 
Sciences. Punta Arenas, 18 al 23 de agosto de 2025.  

SESMA TALAVERA, L., TOROSSIAN, C., VALTUEÑA, P., 
CARRERA AIZPITARTE, L., CARINO, J., QUAGGIA, B., 
ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C. Y GELFO, J. (2025): Los 
vertebrados del Paleógeno del continente antártico y 
sus implicancias paleobiogeográficas. – XII Congreso 
Latinoamericano de Paleontología, Puebla (México), 

3 al 7 de marzo de 2025. Memorias, 361-362. 
SESMA TALAVERA, L., TOROSSIAN, C., VALTUEÑA, P., 

CARRERA AIZPITARTE, L., CARINO, J., QUAGGIA, B., 
GELFO, J. Y ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C. (2025): Los 
vertebrados del Cretácico de la Cuenca de James 
Ross, Antártida. – XII Congreso Latinoamericano de 
Paleontología, Puebla (México), 3 al 7 de marzo de 
2025. Memorias, 363-364. 

SOSA, M. A., ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C. (2025): Diferencias 
anatómicas y morfofuncionales en el cuello de los 
pingüinos del Eoceno de Antártida. – 38 Jornadas 
Argentinas de Paleontología Vertebrados. San Luis, 

21 al 23 de mayo de 2025. 
SOSA, M.A., & ACOSTA HOSPITALECHE, C. (2025): Nuevos 

materiales del Eoceno de la Isla Marambio 
constituyen los pingüinos más pequeños de la 
Antártida. XIII Congreso de la Asociación 
Paleontológica Argentina. Paraná, Entre Ríos, 24 al 
28 de noviembre de 2025 

 

 

 
 

AUSTRALIA 
 

Research on avian palaeontology at Flinders University 
continued to prosper through the 2024–25 year. PHOEBE 

MCINERNEY has published another chapter of her PhD on 
Genyornis, this one on the morphology of the cochlea in 
dromornithids. JACOB BLOKLAND (PhD candidate) is 
putting the final touches on his thesis concerning the 
phylogenetic relationships and diversity of Australasian 
Oligo-Miocene rails. Jacob and Trevor were pleased to 
enter a collaboration with George Sangster and others 
on the New Zealand rail Tribonyx hodgenorum, which as 
a result became reallocated to Porzana, creating yet 
another other example of insular flightless gigantism. 
KARL LENSER (PhD candidate) continues to grow his 
sample size for specimens contributing to the avifaunas 
of Victoria Fossil Cave, Naracoorte (Early-Mid 
Pleistocene) and Cathedral Cave, Wellington, NSW 
(Late Pleistocene)—well over 1000 for each fauna now. 
A couple of new species have appeared as well. Karl has 
also submitted a revised version of his Honours research 
on a diverse assemblage with numerous specimens of 
fossil shorebirds (Aves: Charadriiformes) from the Late 
Pleistocene at Naracoorte Caves, South Australia, to 
Palaeontologica Electronica. TIM NIEDERER (PhD 
candidate) continues to work on the Oligo-Miocene fossil 
flamingos and palaelodids from Australia. TREVOR 

WORTHY continues to work on a variety of projects. 
Finally coming out late last year was a chapter in 
Encyclopedia of Quaternary Science with Phoebe and 
Jacob that summarized the vertebrate fossil fauna of 
Oceania, i.e., the region encompassed by New Zealand 
to Easter Island, Hawaii, Solomons and New Caledonia. 
Sites generally are younger than Late Pleistocene and 
most faunas result from archaeological sites from first 
human contact on an island, as David Steadman detailed 
in his book Extinction and Biogeography of Tropical 
Pacific Birds. Collaborations with Alex Boast and Andre 
Bellvé and coauthors, on kakapo and procellariiforms, 
respectively, used fossils and modelling techniques to 
assess former range and habitat use, were published. 
The contributions to the SAPE proceedings volume were 
allocated to a volume and gained pagination. As a bit of 
a side project, tiny objects from among the St Bathans 

Fauna were finally identified conclusively as the molars 
on parastacid (crayfish) mandibles, the first time such 
have been identified in the fossil record. Also from the St 
Bathans Fauna, a passerine was identified as a possible 
currawong relative in Cracticinae, becomes the second 
named passerine from the fauna, and revealing another 
Australian connection. Finally, a project with a long 
genesis—dates back to 1982 when Trevor first visited 
Moa Eggshell Cave near Waitomo and found a bone and 
noted the significance of volcanic tephra deposits—has 
a first result. The tephras are revealed to be 1.0 and 1.55 
Ma and show the cave to be one of the oldest in NZ, and 
provide temporal constraints to sediments containing 
avifaunas thus shown to be the oldest from caves in New 
Zealand. Stay tuned for the next instalment.  
 
BELLVÉ, A.M., WILMSHURST, J.M., WOOD, J.R., WHITEHEAD, 

E., SCOFIELD, R.P., WORTHY, T.H., GASKIN, C.P., & 

PERRY, G.L.W. (2025): Burrowing into the past: 
Extending niche space models of procellariiform 
breeding grounds by merging fossil and historic data. 
– Diversity and Distributions, 31(5): e70032, 
https://doi.org/10.1111/ddi.70032  

BOAST, A.P., WOOD, J.R., WORTHY, T.H., PERRY, G.L.W., 
& WILMSHURST, J.M. (2025): Using late-Quaternary 
vertebrate fossil records to expand known habitat 
ranges of relict species: New Zealand’s critically 
endangered kākāpō parrot (Strigops habroptila). – 
Quaternary Science Reviews, 356: 109287 
https://authors.elsevier.com/c/1klUo-4PSDhjq  

DE PIETRI, V.L., SCOFIELD R.P., HAND S.J., ARCHER M., 
TENNYSON A.J.D., & WORTHY, T.H. (2025): Early 
Miocene gull-like birds (Charadriiformes: Laridae) 
from New Zealand. – Geobios, 90: 45–57. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geobios.2024.08.021  

MCINERNEY, P.M., HANDLEY, W.D., & WORTHY, T.H. 
(2025): The hearing capabilities of the 
Dromornithidae (Aves), with inferences on acoustic 
communication and ecology. – Journal of Anatomy, 
https://doi.org/10.1111/joa.70016  

SANGSTER, G., BLOKLAND, J.C., LUBBE, P., SCOFIELD, R.P., 
& WORTHY, T.H. (2025): Another case of island 

https://doi.org/10.1111/ddi.70032
https://authors.elsevier.com/c/1klUo-4PSDhjq
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geobios.2024.08.021
https://doi.org/10.1111/joa.70016
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gigantism: the extinct Hodgens’ Waterhen Tribonyx 
hodgenorum is a member of Porzana (Aves: 
Rallidae). – Journal of Ornithology 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10336-025-02316-x  

SURESH, S., BARKER, S.J., WILLIAMS, P.W., WILSON, 
C.J.N., WORTHY, T.H., LANG, J., HELLSTROM, J., 
CROSS, T., CRONIN, S.J., & BAKER, J.A. (2025): 
Nowhere to hide: Volcanic ash invasion of limestone 
caves in New Zealand. – Geology, 53(10): 891–896. 
https://doi.org/10.1130/G53695.1  

WORTHY, T.H., MCINERNEY, P.L., & BLOKLAND, J.C. (2024): 
The Late Pleistocene and Holocene of Oceania, 
Chapter in Encyclopedia of Quaternary Science, Vol. 
6: 521–540. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-323-
99931-1.00079-9   
https://www.sciencedirect.com/referencework/97804
43299971/encyclopedia-of-quaternary-science  

WORTHY, T.H., SCOFIELD, R.P., DE PIETRI, V., SALISBURY, 
S.W., SCHWARZHANS, W., HAND, S.J., & ARCHER, M. 
(2025): A synopsis of the Early Miocene St Bathans 
Fauna from New Zealand. – Geobios, 90: 163–178. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geobios.2024.03.002  

WORTHY, T.H., SCOFIELD, R.P., HAND, S.J., ARCHER, M., & 

DE PIETRI, V.L. (2025): A large cracticine passerine 
(Aves, Artamidae, Cracticinae) from the Early 
Miocene, St Bathans Fauna of New Zealand. – PalZ, 
99: 371–383. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12542-025-
00736-x  

WORTHY, T.H., SCOFIELD, R.P., WORTHY, J.P., DE PIETRI 

V.L., & ARCHER, M. (2025): Parastacid (Decapoda, 
Parastacidae) fossil mandible remains from the Early 
Miocene, New Zealand. – Alcheringa: An 
Australasian Journal of Palaeontology, 49(3): 649–
656. DOI: 10.1080/03115518.2025.2488056  

 

 
AUSTRIA 

 
There was not much occasion and time for fossil bird 
research this year for Ursula GÖHLICH (Natural History 
Museum Vienna). Ursula co-supervised several 
bachelor and master students on different fossil 
mammalian topics (whales, anthracotheres, sabre tooth 
cat) and collaborated on several projects dealing with 
different vertebrate groups, unfortunately all non-avian. 
Ursula presented some preliminary results on a new 
aquatic avifauna from the Lower Miocene of Austria 
recently at the SVP meeting in Birmingham and hopes to 
present the final results in Christchurch. 
 
FILEK, T., KRANNER, M., PABST, B. & GÖHLICH, U.B. (2025): 

Tail of defence: an almost complete tail skeleton of 
Plateosaurus (Sauropodomorpha, Late Triassic) 
reveals possible defence strategies. – Royal Society 
Open Science, 12: 250325. 
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.250325 

GÖHLICH, U.B., PUTZGRUBER, G. & RÖTZEL, R. (2025): A 
new avifauna from the Lower Miocene of Austria. – 
Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology, Program and 
Abstracts 2025: 272-273. 

HARZHAUSER, M. GÖHLICH, U.B., GROSS, M. & VASILYAN, D. 
(2025): The last crocodylian in Central Europe? A 
new occurrence from the late Middle Miocene of the 

Vienna Basin (Austria). – Historical Biology. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/08912963.2025.2466048 

SERRANO, F.J., CHIAPPE, L.M. & GÖHLICH U.B. (2025): 
Foreword for the Proceedings of the 10th 
International Meeting of the Society of Avian 
Paleontology and Evolution. – Geobios, 90: 1-4; 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geobios.2025.03.001 

 
CONFERENCE ABSTRACTS 
MARX T., GÖHLICH U.B., HARZHAUSER M. & KRIWET J. 

(2025): Taxonomy, taphonomy and phylogeny of a 
historical Stromerius nidensis specimen (Cetacea, 
Basilosauridae) and other Archaeocete material from 
the collection of the Natural History Museum Vienna. 
– 29th Annual Meeting of the Austrian Paleontological 
Society (Sept. 2025): Abstracts and Program: 21 
(Österreichisch Paläont. Gesellschaft), Wien. 

MASCARENHAS K.J., GÖHLICH U.B., WINKLER V. & 

LAUTENSCHLAGER S. (2025): The NHM Vienna sabre-
toothed cat Smilodon populator: A new body mass 
estimate using digital reconstruction and computatio-
nal analysis methods. - 29th Annual Meeting of the 
Austrian Paleontological Society (Sept. 2025): 
Abstracts and Program: 23 (Österreichische 
Paläontologische Gesellschaft), Wien. 

 
 
 

BELGIUM 
 
KOEN CLAEYS is working on a paper which proposes a 
new hypothesis on the evolution of the Palaeognathae 
and is still looking for someone to discuss it with before 

moving towards journal submission. A link to the paper 
can be found here https://zenodo.org/records/17391537. 

 
 

BULGARIA 
 

 
ZLATOZAR BOEV is supervising PhD students MIHAIL ILIEV: 
on the spatial ecology and migration strategy in the Red-
breasted Goose (Branta ruficollis Pallas, 1769), and 
CHESHMEDZHIEV, SV.: Population dynamics, spatial 
ecology and migration strategy of the Dalmatian Pelican 
(Pelecanus crispus Bruch, 1832). National Museum of 
Natural History, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. 
 
BOEV, Z., BAUTISTA, J (2024): Golden Eagle 

Paleosubspecies. Around the World, with Emphasis 

on the Balkan Peninsula. – In: Bautista-Rodríguez J., 
Ellis D. (Eds.). The Golden Eagle Around the World. 
Biology and Conservation the Golden Eagle Around 
the World. Hancock House Publishers Ltd. Surrey, 
Canada. 22-27.  

BOEV, Z. (2024): Images of birds on the ancient floor 
mosaics from Bulgaria from an ornithological aspect: 
Species, origin and trade (2nd - 6th c. AD). – In: 
Topalliov, I. (Ed.). XVI Conference of the Association 
Internationale pour I'Étude de la Mosaïque Antique 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10336-025-02316-x
https://doi.org/10.1130/G53695.1
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-323-99931-1.00079-9
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-323-99931-1.00079-9
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/CuqbCq71AqC9zEx7UZf8CEKHru?domain=sciencedirect.com
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/CuqbCq71AqC9zEx7UZf8CEKHru?domain=sciencedirect.com
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geobios.2024.03.002
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12542-025-00736-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12542-025-00736-x
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.250325
https://doi.org/10.1080/08912963.2025.2466048
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geobios.2025.03.001
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AIEMA, Sofia 2024. Mosaics between East and West: 
Common traits, differences, exchanges, 14 - 20 
October 2024, Sofia, Bulgaria. Abstracts. 73. 

BOEV, Z. (2024): Animal remains from the Late Byzantine 
settlement (4th-7th c. AD) Gradishteto near Gabrovo 
City (CN Bulgaria). – ZooNotes, 250: 1-3 . ISSN 1313-
9916 DOI: 10.69085/zn20240250 

BOEV, Z. (2024): Quaternary history of vultures 
(Accipitridae Vieiilot, 1916) in Bulgaria – fossil and 
subfossil records. – Larus, 59: 105-116.  

BOEV, Z., MANEV, AL. HARIZANOV, AL., DEDOV, I. (2024): 
Archaeozoological material from the Late Antique 
fortified settlement near the modern-day town of 
Dimovo, northwestern Bulgaria. - Bulgarian e-Journal 
of Archaeology, 14(2): 217-233. - https://be-ja.org. 
ISSN:1314-5088.  

BOEV, Z. (2024): Quaternary record of Eagles (Aquilinae 
Gadow, 1893 – Accipitriformes Vieillot, 1816) and 
Falcons (Falconidae Leach, 1819 – Falconiformes 
Sharpe, 1874) in Bulgaria. – Acta zoologica bulgarica, 
76 (4): 561-569.  

BOEV, Z. (2025):Animal remains from the Monastery of 
Chargubilya Mostich in Veliki Preslav (10-12th c. AD) 
– NE Bulgaria. – ZooNotes, 255: 1-4, DOI: 
10.69085/zn20250255 

BOEV, Z. (2024): Birds in medieval Bulgarian art. - Natural 
Sciences and Advanced Technology Education, 33 
(5-6): 375-383. https://doi.org/10.53656/nat2024-5-
6.06 (in Bulgarian, English summary). 

BOEV, Z. (2025): Woodland Birds from Neolithic 
Settlements in Bulgaria. Diversity, MDPI, 17, 107. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/d17020107 

BOEV, Z. (2025): Birds from Chalcolithic Settlements in the 
Plains of Bulgaria. Quaternary, MDPI, 8, 10: 1-11. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/quat8010010 

BOEV, Z. (2025): Terminologia ornithologica bulgarica. 
Vol. I. Taxonomia. Illustrated trilingual dictionary of the 
birds of the world. English - Latin – Bulgarian. Part 1. 
Non-Passeriformes. National Museum of Natural 
History – Bulgarian Ornithological Society. Sofia. 432 
pp. ISBN 978-954-8828-20-8 

BOEV, Z. (2025): Terminologia ornithologica bulgarica. 
Vol. I. Taxonomia. Illustrated trilingual dictionary of the 
birds of the world. English - Latin – Bulgarian. Part 2. 

Passeriformes. National Museum of Natural History – 
Bulgarian Ornithological Society. Sofia. 508 pp. ISBN: 
978-954-8828-21-5 

BOEV, Z. (2025): The images of birds in the ancient floor 
mosaics from Bulgaria from an ornithological aspect: 
species, origin and trade relations (II – VI A.D.). - 
Natural Sciences and Advanced Technology 
Education, 34 (1): 93-101. 
https://doi.org/10.53656/nat2025-1.06 

MILOSEVIC , ST., BOEV , Z., DIMITRIJEVIC , V., MIHAILOVIC, D. 
(2025): Early fowlers of Europe: evidence for bird 
exploitation during MIS 8/7 from Velika Balanica cave 
(Serbia). - Quaternary International, 738 (2025) 
109868: 1-9. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2025.109868 

BOEV, Z. (2025): Birds and People in Medieval Bulgaria—
A Review of the Subfossil Record of Birds During the 
First and Second Bulgarian Empires. Quaternary, 8, 
36. https://doi.org/10.3390/quat8030036 

MLÍKOVSKÝ, J., BOEV, Z. N. (2025): Type specimens of 
recent birds in the National Museum of Natural 
History, Sofia, Bulgaria. – Acta zoologica bulgarica, 77 
(3): 415-418. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.71424/azb77.3.002878 

 
POPULAR SCIENCE:  
BOEV, Z. (2024): Images of animals in the caves of 

Bulgaria. – Lov i ribolov, 1: 70-73. (in Bulgarian). 
BOEV, Z. (2024): The mane-dove – the largest pigeon in 

Europe. – Lov i ribolov, 11: 56-59. (in Bulgarian). 
BOEV, Z. (2024): The pink flamingo in the nature of 

Bulgaria in recent centuries. – Nature, BAS, 3-4: 80-
86. (in Bulgarian). 

BOEV, Z. (2024): The dung hens – a misunderstanding or 
an invention of nature? – Nature, BAS, 3-4: 104-109. 
(in Bulgarian). 

BOEV, Z. (2024): Three-toed birds. – Nature, BAS, 3-4: 
122-128. (in Bulgarian). 

BOEV, Z. (2025): The great grebe – a great benefit! – Lov 
i ribolov, 6: 46-49. (in Bulgarian). 

BOEV, Z. (2025): The greenfinch – striking and beautiful! - 
Lov i ribolov, 9: 66-69. (in Bulgarian). 

 

 

 
FRANCE 

 
In Lyon University (Geology lab –LGL-TPE), ANTOINE 

LOUCHART and colleagues did a new (and third) field 
mission on Saint Helena Island (South Atlantic) in August-
September 2025. The team comprised this year also of 
IUNA LE GOUËLLEC-FROHNMAIER, ANAÏS DUHAMEL, JULIAN 

HUME, and JULIEN JOSEPH, and was joined as usual on 
Saint Helena by the always welcoming local colleagues 
and friends. They found a wealth of new fossils, new sites 
and new kinds of material, the birds to be studied by Iuna 
who is starting the PhD devoted to the paleontological 
(osteological) study of the thousands of subfossil birds 
found, plus paleoproteomic analyses. The team will 
extend their research to Ascension Island starting next 
year. Anaïs is also now starting her final (fourth) year of 
PhD, devoted to the tracking of past migratory behaviour 
using biogeochemistry and osteomorphology; she is 
finalizing the publication of the geochemical analyses 
methodological part. Antoine is also still working on 
parallel, long-term projects, including finalizing the study 
of some taxa from the early Pliocene of Langebaanweg 
(South Africa) with ALBRECHT MANEGOLD and MARCO PAVIA 

for some taxa, and other various (mainly Neogene) 
localities in other countries.  

CÉCILE MOURER-CHAUVIRÉ is happy to announce that 
the long-awaited monography on the Early Pleistocene 
locality of Senèze has been published at the end of 2024. 
This locality includes the last appearance of a Peafowl in 
the European Pleistocene. She also participated, together 
with other specialists on Gastornithidae, in the 
resurrection of the genus Diatryma. 
 
CRÉGUT-BONNOURE, E., GUÉRIN, C., ARGANT, A., ARGANT, 

J., DEBARD, E., DELSON, E., EISENMANN, V., FAURE, M., 
MENOURET, B., MOURER-CHAUVIRÉ, C. & VALLI, A. M. F. 
(2024): Biochronology of the Senèze Faunal 
Assemblage. In: DELSON, E., FAURE, M., GUÉRIN, C. 
(Eds.), Life in Central France Around Two Million 
Years Ago. – Paleontology, Geochronology, 
Stratigraphy and Taphonomy. Springer, p. 633-652. 

DUHAMEL, A., CANOVILLE, A., VINÇON-LAUGIER, A., JOSEPH, 
J., FOUREL, F., LÉCUYER, C., AMIOT, R., & LOUCHART, A. 
(2025): Towards a tracking of bird migratory behaviour 

https://doi.org/10.53656/nat2024-5-6.06
https://doi.org/10.53656/nat2024-5-6.06
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through geological time: an isotopic and histological 
approach. – bioRxiv, 2025-02. 
Doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2025.02.08.637244 

GERLACH, J., GRIFFITHS, O., HUME, J. P., LOUCHART, A., 
SORREL, P., & CAIRNS-WICKS, R. (2025): Diversity of 
the extinct land snail genus Chilonopsis of St Helena 
(Mollusca: Gastropoda: Achatinidae). – European 
Journal of Taxonomy, 1007: 176-210. 
Doi: https://doi.org/10.5852/ejt.2025.1007.3007 

LOUCHART, A. (2025): 9 Siwalik Birds. In At the Foot of the 
Himalayas: Paleontology and Ecosystem Dynamics of 
the Siwalik Record (pp. 136-148). Baltimore: Johns 
Hopkins University Press. Doi of the book: 
https://doi.org/10.56021/9781421450278 

LOUCHART, A., MANEGOLD, A., & PAVIA, M. (in press): The 
earliest record for honeyguides (Aves: Indicatoridae) 
from the early Pliocene of South Africa. – Rivista 
Italiana di Paleontologia e Stratigrafia.  

MAYR, G., MOURER-CHAUVIRE, C., BOURDON, E.  & STACHE, 
M. (2024): Resurrecting the taxon Diatryma: A review 

of the giant flightless Eocene Gastornithiformes 
(Aves), with a report of the first skull of Diatryma 
geiselensis. Palaeontologia Electronica, 27(3):a57. 
https://doi.org/10.26879/1438. Palaeo-
electronica.org/content/2024/5393-review-of-
gastornithiformes, 19 p. 

MOURER-CHAUVIRÉ, C. (2024): The birds (Aves) from the 
Early Pleistocene site of Senèze (Domeyrat, Haute-
Loire, France). In: DELSON, E., FAURE, M. & GUÉRIN, C. 
(Eds.), Life in Central France Around Two Million 
Years Ago. – Paleontology, Geochronology, 
Stratigraphy and Taphonomy. Springer, p. 145-163. 

PAVIA, M., LOUCHART, A., GOVENDER, R., & DELFINO, M. 
(2025): A new species of swift (Aves, Apodidae) from 
the Early Pliocene of Langebaanweg, South Africa. – 
PalZ, 99: 185-192. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12542-
024-00711-y 

 

 

 
GERMANY 

 
Current projects of GERALD MAYR mainly focus around 
early Eocene birds from Europe. Together with Lance 
Grande and Daniel Ksepka, he is coauthor of a (yet to be 
published) book on the avifauna of the Green River 
Formation.  
 
MAYR, G. (2025): A derived morphology of the quadrate 

may support a previously unrecognized major higher-
level clade of neoavian birds. – Journal of 
Morphology, 286: e70070 

Mayr, G. AND GOEDERT, J.L. (2025): An unusual new 
species and additional fossils of the penguin-like 
Plotopteridae from the Paleogene Makah Formation 
of Washington State, USA. – Historical Biology, doi: 
10.1080/08912963.2025.2530147. 

MAYR, G. & KITCHENER, A.C. (2024): A new mousebird 
(Aves, Coliiformes) from the early Eocene London 
Clay of Walton-on-the-Naze (Essex, UK) constitutes 
a morphological link between sandcoleids and 
coliids. – Geodiversitas, 46 (20): 979–992. 

MAYR, G. & KITCHENER, A.C. (2025): The 
Lithornithiformes (Aves) from the early Eocene 
London Clay of Walton-on-the-Naze (Essex, UK). – 
Papers in Paleontology, 11(1): e1611; 27 pp. 

MAYR, G. & KITCHENER, A.C. (2025): Leg bones of the 
anseriform taxon Nettapterornis from the London 
Clay of Walton-on-the-Naze and notes on the bony-
toothed birds from this locality. – Paläontologische 
Zeitschrift, 99: 355–369; doi: 10.1007/s12542-025-
00730-3 

MAYR, G. & KITCHENER, A.C. (2025): A new species of the 
Prophaethontidae (Aves, Phaethontiformes) from the 
early Eocene London Clay. – Historical Biology, 37 
(9): 2139-2146. 

MAYR, G. & KITCHENER, A.C. (2025): Two new species of 
larger gruiform and charadriiform birds from the 
London Clay of Walton-on-the-Naze (Essex, UK). – 
Palaeobiodiversity and Palaeoenvironments; doi: 
10.1007/s12549-025-00653-6 

MAYR, G. AND SMITH, K. (2025): A remarkable beak 
morphology in a bird skull from the Eocene of Messel 

(Germany) signifies unusual feeding specializations. 
– Royal Society Open Science, 12: 250620. 

MAYR, G., GOEDERT, J.L., AND RICHTER, A. (2025): Nearly 
complete late Eocene skull from the North Pacific 
elucidates the cranial morphology and affinities of the 
penguin-like Plotopteridae. – The Science of Nature, 
112: 27; doi: 10.1007/s00114-025-01977-1. 

MAYR, G., MOURER-CHAUVIRÉ, C., BOURDON, E. & STACHE, 
M. (2024): Resurrecting the taxon Diatryma: A review 
of the giant flightless Eocene Gastornithiformes 
(Aves), with a report of the first skull of Diatryma 
geiselensis. – Palaeontologia Electronica, 27(3): a57; 
doi: 10.26879/1438. 

MAYR, G., DE PIETRI, V. L., LOVE, L., MANNERING, A. A., 
PROFFITT, J., BLOKLAND, J., CLARKE, J. A., CROUCH, E. 
M., REID, C., AND SCOFIELD, R. P. (2025): Multiple 
exceptionally preserved fossils from the Paleocene 
Waipara Greensand inform the diversity of the oldest 
stem group Sphenisciformes and the formation of 
their diving adaptations. – Zoological Journal of the 
Linnean Society, 204 (4): zlaf080; 
https://doi.org/10.1093/zoolinnean/zlaf080   

MAYR, G., RICHTER, A., AND RACICOT, R.A. (2025): The 
true identity of the strigiform species Ninox dubiosa 
Weick, 2006, with comments on a skull feature 
shared by the Ieraglaucinae and Surniinae. – Journal 
of Ornithology 166: 609-613. 

SMITH, K. T., COLLINSON, M., FOLIE, A., HABERSETZER, J., 
HENNICKE, F., KOTHE, E., LEHMANN, T., LENZ, O. K., 
MAYR, G., MICKLICH, N., RABENSTEIN, R., RACICOT, R., 
SCHAAL, S. F. K., SMITH, T., TOSAL, A., UHL, D., 
WAPPLER, T., WEDMANN, S., AND WUTTKE, M. (2024): 
The biodiversity of the Eocene Messel Pit. – 
Palaeobiodiversity and Palaeoenvironments, 104: 
859-940; doi: 10.1007/s12549-024-00633-2. 

STERVANDER, M., CHEN, G., FENG, S., & MAYR, G. (2025): 
Nesotrochidae, fam. nov. ‒ a new name for the New 
World cave rails Nesotrochis spp., sister taxon of the 
New Zealand adzebills (Aptornithidae). – Avian 
Research, 2(8): 85–98.  

 
 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.5852/ejt.2025.1007.3007
https://doi.org/10.56021/9781421450278
https://doi.org/10.26879/1438
https://doi.org/10.1093/zoolinnean/zlaf052
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HUNGARY 
 
HORVÁTH, I. (IN PRESS): So far undetermined Middle 

Miocene (Badenian) bird fossils from the Mátraszőlős 
3 site (Nógrád county), Part II. (Ardeidae, 
Scolopacidae, Columbidae, Apodidae, Picidae, 
Strigidae and Passeriformes). 

HORVÁTH, I. (2025). New records of fossil bird bones from 
the Neogene in Hungary. – Zootaxa, 5627(2): 327-
342.  

 

 

 
ITALY 

 
In the last year, MARCO PAVIA continued the study of birds 
from South African sites with the analysis of the birds 
from Bolt’s Farm in the Cradle of Humankind and the 
continuation of the studies of bird remains from 
Langebaanweg. The analysis of the Bolt’s Farm material 
is now almost concluded, and the bird association is 
quite diverse with interesting taxa not commonly 
reported, as the Otididae. The manuscript should be 
submitted at the beginning of next year. 

The study of the birds from Langebaanweg is 
focused on the Accipitridae, Phalacrocoracidae (in 
collaboration with H. JAMES, and some Passeriformes, in 
collaboration with A. MANEGOLD, while the paper on the 
Apodidae is published and the one on Indicatoridae is 
accepted. 

Other projects on fossil birds from Italy are still going 
on, including the Miocene of Gargano and the 
Plio/Pleistocene of Sardinia. He is still following the 
various curatorial processes on the fossil and recent 
collections in Torino.  

He is also still busy with local projects on extant birds 
about the evolution of European bird species, their 
relationships with Africa, also inferred by the study of 
blood parasites.  

In September 2026, he will coordinate the 
organization of the 14th Meeting of the European Bird 
Curators to be held in Torino, Italy. 
 
AZZARÀ, B., CHERIN, M., IURINO, D. A., COLOMBERO, S., 

PANETTA, D., PAVIA, M., SARDELLA, R., SORBELLI, L., 

WERDELIN, L., CARNEVALE, G. (2025): An articulated 
skeleton of Eucyon monticinensis (Carnivora: 
Canidae) from the latest Miocene of Verduno (Italy). 
– Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society, 203: 
zlaf016 

DELFINO, M., COHEN, B. F., GOVENDER, R., HAARHOFF, P., 
MACALUSO, L., MARINO, L., MATTHEWS, T., WENCKER, L. 
C.M., PAVIA, M. (2024): Towards the origin of South 
African tortoises: a new Chersina species from the 
Early Pliocene fossil site of Langebaanweg. – 
Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society, 202: 
zlae146. 

GEORGALIS G.L., VLACHOS E., CAMANNI F., VILLA A., PAVIA 

M., VAN DEN HOEK OSTENDE L.W., DELFINO M. 
Testudinid turtle remains from the Late Miocene 
palaeo‑island of Gargano, Italy, and an overview of 
Mediterranean insular tortoises. – Swiss Journal of 
Palaeontology, 144: 61. 

PAVIA, M., LOUCHART, A., GOVENDER, R., DELFINO, M. 
(2025): A new species of swift (Aves, Apodidae) 
from the Early Pliocene of Langebaanweg, South 
Africa. – PalZ, 99: 185-192.  

SAVORELLI, A., MAZZA, P. P. A., BORRANI, A., DELFINO, M., 
PAVIA, M., MASINI, F. (2025): The palaeontological 
legacy of the Late Miocene Gargano’s Terre Rosse 
(southeastern Italy): evolutionary patterns, adaptive 
radiations, and unresolved origins. – Bollettino della 
Società Paleontologica Italiana, 64 (1): 313-335. 

 

 
 

NEW ZEALAND 
 
When BRIAN GILL (Auckland Museum, retired) recently 
studied North Island moa eggshell fragments, one of the 
sample sites was a pair of Late Holocene eroding sand-
dune areas at Herbertville, southern Hawke's Bay. He, 
and CLINT EASTON (amateur palaeontologist), together or 
alone, revisited the site ten times between 2014 and 
2024, collecting nearly 300 small bird bones from the 
sand surface. Brian has now identified these, which gives 
a snapshot of the pre-human avifauna of the North 
Island's south-eastern coastline. The remains represent 
at least 61 individual vertebrate animals of 25 species 
(including a seal and the tuatara), 48% of the species 
being now extinct at Herbertville. 

In Christchurch, Research into the Paleocene bird 
fauna from the Waipara Gorge, near Christchurch, 
continues with strong collaboration. VANESA DE PIETRI 
and SOPHIE KELLY (University of Canterbury, UC), 
alongside PAUL SCOFIELD (Canterbury Museum), are 
making excellent progress. While the fauna is famed for 
its abundant penguins, other avian groups are also 
represented. Work on these non-penguin birds is a key 
focus for the team, with research scheduled to continue 
into 2026. In a related achievement, Ted Spinks (UC) 
successfully completed his MSc thesis. His work, 

supervised by Catherine Reid (UC), Vanesa De Pietri, 
and Sebastian Naeher, focused on the detailed 
sedimentology, stratigraphy, and geochemistry of the 
Waipara Greensand, providing crucial context for the 
fossil discoveries. Vanesa and Paul are also supervising 
MSc Jaden Cameron, who is working on Canterbury 
mosasaurs.  

Work is also advancing well on the Miocene St 
Bathans fauna from Central Otago, in collaboration with 
Trevor Worthy. This diverse fauna has been the subject 
of several recent publications. Vanesa recently hosted a 
productive visit from overseas: ABI CRANE (PhD student 
from the University of Southampton, UK) undertook a 
three-month research placement at the University of 
Canterbury late last year. Abi produced some truly 
amazing results during her placement, significantly 
contributing to our understanding of the palaeobiology of 
several lineages, including moa. And she also won best 
student presentation at CAVEPS 2025 in Adelaide! 
 
DE PIETRI, V.L., SCOFIELD, R.P., HAND, S.J., ARCHER, M., 

TENNYSON, A.J.D., & WORTHY, T.H. (2025): Early 
Miocene gull-like birds (Charadriiformes: Laridae) 
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from New Zealand. – Geobios, 90: 45–57. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geobios.2024.08.021. 

WORTHY, T.H., SCOFIELD, R.P., DE PIETRI, V., SALISBURY, 
S.W., SCHWARZHANS, W., HAND, S.J., & ARCHER, M. 
(2025): A synopsis of the Early Miocene St Bathans 
Fauna from New Zealand. – Geobios, 90: 163–178. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geobios.2024.03.002  

WORTHY, T.H., SCOFIELD, R.P., HAND, S.J., ARCHER, M., & 

DE PIETRI, V.L. (2025): A large cracticine passerine 
(Aves, Artamidae, Cracticinae) from the Early 
Miocene, St Bathans Fauna of New Zealand. – PalZ, 
99, 371–383. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12542-025-
00736-x  

WORTHY, T.H., SCOFIELD, R.P., WORTHY, J.P., DE PIETRI 

V.L., & ARCHER, M. (2025): Parastacid (Decapoda, 
Parastacidae) fossil mandible remains from the Early 
Miocene, New Zealand. – Alcheringa: An 
Australasian Journal of Palaeontology, 49(3): 649–
656. DOI: 10.1080/03115518.2025.2488056  

POPULAR ARTICLES 
 

DE PIETRI, V.L., SCOFIELD, R.P. (2025): Dagger beaks and 
strong wings: new fossils rewrite the penguin story 
and affirm NZ as a cradle of their evolution. – The 
Conversation. https://theconversation.com/dagger-
beaks-and-strong-wings-new-fossils-rewrite-the-
penguin-story-and-affirm-nz-as-a-cradle-of-their-
evolution-261083 

DE PIETRI, V.L., SCOFIELD, R.P., & WORTHY, T.H. (2025): 
Magpies may not be a pesky Australian import – new 
research finds their ancestors thrived in NZ a long 
time ago. – The Conversation. 
https://theconversation.com/magpies-may-not-be-a-
pesky-australian-import-new-research-finds-their-
ancestors-thrived-in-nz-a-long-time-ago-258795 

SCOFIELD, R.P., YOUNG, G., & DE PIETRI, V.L. (2024): The 
discovery of a rare new fossil sheds light on NZ’s 
extinct dolphin-like reptiles. – The Conversation. 
https://theconversation.com/the-discovery-of-a-rare-
new-fossil-sheds-light-on-nzs-extinct-dolphin-like-
reptiles-244383 

 

 
POLAND 

 
Continuing his research on the Eocene penguins of 
Seymour Island, PIOTR JADWISZCZAK (University of 
Białystok) investigates shape variation of specimens 
using a landmark-based approach applied to 3D-
scanned bones and, together with Swedish collaborators 
THOMAS MÖRS and ASHLEY KRÜGER, employs X-ray 
microscopy (XRM) to study the internal structure of fossil 
material. The new project, which builds on the latter line 
of inquiry, is currently underway. 

 
ELŻANOWSKI, A. (2025): Sentience, agency, and animal 

status. Pp. 116-141 in: T. Pietrzykowski & B. 
Wahlberg (eds) Research Handbook on Animal Law 
and Animal Rights, Edward Elgar Publishing. 

JADWISZCZAK, P., KRÜGER, A. & MÖRS, T. (2025): Fossil 
and modern penguin tarsometatarsi: cavities, 
vascularity, and resilience. – Integrative Zoology, 20: 
551–567. DOI: 10.1111/1749-4877.12852 

 
 

RUSSIA 
 
AGADJANIAN, A.K., ZELENKOV, N.V., DEREVNINA, A.S. & 

KOZLIKIN, M.B. (2025): Small vertebrate fauna from 
Marmot Cave in northwestern Altai Mountains: 
materials from 2025 – Problems of Archaeology, 
Ethnography, Anthropology of Siberia and 
Neighboring Territories, 31: in the press.  

GORBATCHEVA, V.O., ZELENKOV, N.V., & BERTELLI, S. 
(2025): An Eocene New World vulture (Aves, 
Cathartidae) from Mongolia – Papers in 
Palaeontology, 11 (5): e70041. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/spp2.70041 

SIZOV, A.V., SOTNIKOVA, M.V., SOKOLOV, S.A., YAKIMOV, 
A.A., TESAKOV, A.S., VISLOBOKOVA, I.A., ZELENKOV, 
N.V., SIMAKOVA, A.N., YUSHIN, K.I. & BATSAIKHAN, T. 
(2024): A new perspective on the age and geological 
structure of the Neogene vertebrate locality Khyargas 
Nuur 2 (northwestern Mongolia) – Geodynamics & 
Tectonophysics 15 (6): 0791. 
https://doi.org/10.5800/gt-2024-15-6-0791 

ZELENKOV, N.V. (2024): The diversity and evolution of 
quails and allies (Aves: Galliformes: Phasianidae: 
Coturnicini) in the Miocene – Early Pleistocene of 
Eurasia – Paleontological Journal, 58 (10): 1089-
1193.  

ZELENKOV, N.V. (2025): A loon (Aves, Gaviiformes) from 
the Upper Miocene of Mongolia – Paleontological 
Journal, 59 (2): 215-220. 

ZELENKOV, N.V. (2025): A new duck (Aves: Anatidae) 
from the Upper Pleistocene of Cuba –Zootaxa, 5633 
(1): 139-150. 

ZELENKOV, N.V. (2025): A capercaillie (Phasianidae: 
Tetraonini) and a diver (Gaviidae) – unexpected large 
birds from the Lower Pleistocene of Crimea – PalZ: 
in press. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12542-025-00755-
8 

ZELENKOV, N.V. (2025): Bustards (Aves, Otididae) from 
the Middle Miocene of Mongolia – Paleontological 
Journal, 59 (6): in the press. 

ZELENKOV, N.V. & GORBATCHEVA, V.O. (2025): A goshawk 
(Aves, Accipitriformes: Accipitridae) from the Lower 
Pleistocene of Crimea, and dimorphism in the foot 
structure in Astur gentilis – Paleontological Journal, 
59 (5): 562-470. 

ZELENKOV, N.V., MASLINTSYNA, M.P., LAVROV, A.V., 
GIMRANOV, D.O., PAVLOV, I.S., KANDYBA, A.V. & 

PROTOPOPOV, A.V. (2025): A new Late Pleistocene 
avifauna from Yakutia (Eastern Siberia) – Doklady 
Biological Sciences, 523 (6): in press. 

 
 

SPAIN 
 
FRANCISCO J. SERRANO, Associate Professor at the 
University of Málaga and Research Associate at the 
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, 
continues to develop a project funded by the Spanish 

Government focused on the evolution of active flight and 
its control in both living and extinct birds. Within this 
framework, he supervises the PhD theses of Mireia Costa 
and Javier Castro. Kiko Serrano is also involved in several 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geobios.2024.08.021
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geobios.2024.03.002
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12542-025-00736-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12542-025-00736-x
https://theconversation.com/dagger-beaks-and-strong-wings-new-fossils-rewrite-the-penguin-story-and-affirm-nz-as-a-cradle-of-their-evolution-261083
https://theconversation.com/dagger-beaks-and-strong-wings-new-fossils-rewrite-the-penguin-story-and-affirm-nz-as-a-cradle-of-their-evolution-261083
https://theconversation.com/dagger-beaks-and-strong-wings-new-fossils-rewrite-the-penguin-story-and-affirm-nz-as-a-cradle-of-their-evolution-261083
https://theconversation.com/the-discovery-of-a-rare-new-fossil-sheds-light-on-nzs-extinct-dolphin-like-reptiles-244383
https://theconversation.com/the-discovery-of-a-rare-new-fossil-sheds-light-on-nzs-extinct-dolphin-like-reptiles-244383
https://theconversation.com/the-discovery-of-a-rare-new-fossil-sheds-light-on-nzs-extinct-dolphin-like-reptiles-244383
https://doi.org/10.5800/gt-2024-15-6-0791
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other research projects, including the description of a new 
Cretaceous bird from Spain, studies on intraspecific 
variation in enantiornithines, the physiology of early birds, 
the paleoecology of Early Pleistocene avifaunas in 
southern Iberia, and the evolution of the pterosaur spine. 
Several manuscripts related to these topics are currently 
under review. 

JAVIER CASTRO TEROL continues his PhD research on 
the evolution of flapping flight under the supervision of 
Francisco Serrano at the University of Málaga. This year 
he published his first scientific paper, a microCT-based 
study of the enantiornithine Iberomesornis romerali, and 
carried out research stays at several German institutions 
to study Paleogene birds. In addition, Javier is presenting 
his ongoing work at various national and international 
scientific meetings, including the Spanish Society of 
Ornithology (SEO, Valencia, February 2025), the Society 
of Vertebrate Paleontology (SVP, Birmingham, November 

2025), and the Spanish Society for Evolutionary Biology 
(SESBE, Valencia, January 2026). 
 
CASTRO-TEROL J., PÉREZ-RAMOS A, O'CONNOR J. K., SANZ 

J. L., SERRANO F. J. (2025): Micro-CT reconstruction 
reveals new information about the phylogenenetic 
position and locomotion of the Early Cretaceous bird 
Iberomesornis romerali. In: Proceedings of the 10th 
International Meeting of the Society of Avian 
Paleontology and Evolution (FJ Serrano, ed.). – 
Geobios, 90: 17-30. 

SERRANO F.J., CHIAPPE L.M., GÖHLICH, U. (2025): 
Foreword for the thematic volume of the 10th 
International Meeting of the Society of Avian 
Paleontology and Evolution. In: Proceedings of the 
10th International Meeting of the Society of Avian 
Paleontology and Evolution (FJ Serrano, ed.). – 
Geobios: 90, 1-4. 

  

 
 

SWEDEN 
 

PER ERICSON continues to work on the systematics of 
birds together with colleagues in Sweden and China. He 
also studies ancient DNA in bird fossils from USA (with 
Steve Emslie), Europe (with John Stewart) and China 
(with Zhonghe Zhou). The project on the exploitation of 
wild birds during the Viking Age also continues. Regular 
species-identifications etc. of the bone material from 
Birka, Sweden, bones will also be subject to genetic and 
isotopic analyses to reveal prehistoric trade patterns. 

MÜLLER, I.A., THÖRN, F., RAJAN, S., OLSEN, R.-A., 
ERICSON, P.G.P., PEONA, V., SMITH, B., MAIAH, G., 
KOANE, B., IOVA, B., BLOM, M.P.K., IRESTEDT, M. & 

JØNSSON, K.A. (2025): Ephemeral speciation in a 
New Guinean honeyeater complex (Aves: 
Melidectes). – Molecular Ecology, 34: e17760. 

 

 
 

UNITED KINGDOM 
 
DANIEL FIELD remains Strickland Curator of Ornithology 
and Professor of Vertebrate Palaeontology at the 
University of Cambridge. Since last year he is pleased to 
share that BASSEL ARNAOUT successfully defended his 
PhD on galloanseran cranial development and evolution 
in July and has moved to a postdoctoral position at the 
University of Calgary to work with Benedikt 
Hallgrímsson. STANLEY SOMOGYI and JASPER LEE 
successfully defended their MPhil theses investigating 
theoretical aspects of early crown bird evolution, and 
Tingyu Yu has joined the research group as a PhD 
student investigating phasianid evolution. Lab members 
FABIO ALFIERI, LIZZY STEELL, BASSEL ARNAOUT, OLIVER 

DEMUTH, KLARA WIDRIG, ALBERT CHEN, THOMAS 

MACGILLAVRY, GRACE BURTON, ABI CRANE, and 
GUILLERMO NAVALÓN led published contributions on taxa 
ranging from enantiornithines to Birds-of-Paradise. 
Daniel is most proud to share that he and his wife 
welcomed happy, healthy twin boys in August. 

JULIAN PENDER HUME has spent almost 8 months 
finishing the third, revised edition of Extinct Birds, due in 
2026. To give an idea of the task involved, the book has 
over a thousand entries, totalling around 282,000 words. 
A downside is a significant reduction in his scientific 
output, but hopefully publications will start picking up 
again, although he is already working on Extinct Ice Age 
Birds of North America, due in 2027! In June, JPH visited 
the Smithsonian to work on the Hawaiian Mohoidae and 
help sort STORRS OLSON’S remaining office library. This 
was my first visit since his passing in 2021, and although 
I stayed at his former residence, I found the experience 
emotionally stimulating, despite my fears. I can finally 
draw a line under the issue. A return to St Helena in 

September with ANTOINE LOUCHART and team, including 
ANAÏS DUHAMEL and JULIEN JOSEPH, was also rewarding, 
especially with the discovery of new fossil localities. Most 
interestingly, we found a deposit containing many 
pincers, both male and female, of the world’s largest 
earwig, Labidura herculeana. To finish the year’s 
fieldwork, in late October, JPH travels to Lord Howe 
Island to recce some new fossil localities and, after 
nearly 6 years due to Covid, etc., finally deliver a mural 
depicting the extinct fauna of Lord Howe Island. 
 

ALFIERI, F., DEMUTH, O.E., STEELL, E.M., FABRE, A.C., 
FIELD, D.J. (2025): Constrained variation in the 
internal architecture of avian wing bones. – 
Functional Ecology, 1-17 doi: 10.1111/1365-
2435.70178. 
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ARNAOUT, B., BRZEZINSKI, K., STEVENTON, B., FIELD, D.J. 
(2025): Galloanseran cranial development highlights 
exceptions to von Baer’s laws. – EvoDevo, 16, 17 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13227-025-00253-7. 

ARNAOUT, B., BRZEZINSKI, K., STEVENTON, B., FIELD, D.J. 
(2025): Morphological criteria for staging near-
hatching embryos of the domesticated Mallard (Anas 
platyrhynchos) and Swan Goose (Anser cygnoides). 
– Journal of Morphology, 286: e70027. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/jmor.70027. 

ATTERHOLT, J., BURTON, M.G.P., WEDEL, M.J., BENITO, J., 
FRICANO, E., FIELD, D.J. (2025): Osteological 
correlates of the respiratory and vascular systems in 
the neural canals of Mesozoic ornithurines 
Ichthyornis and Janavis. – Anatomical Record, 1-14. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ar.70070  

BURTON, M.G.P., MELLOR, K., SMITH, E., BENITO, J., 
MARTIN-SILVERSTONE, E., O’CONNOR, P., FIELD, D.J. 
(2025): The influence of soft tissue volume on 
estimates of skeletal pneumaticity: implications for 
fossil archosaurs. – Philosophical Transactions of the 
Royal Society, 380: 20230428. 
https://doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2023.0428 

CHEN, A., STEELL, L., BENSON, R.B.J., FIELD, D.J. (2025): 
Toward a comprehensive anatomical matrix for 
crown birds: phylogenetic insights from the pectoral 
girdle and forelimb skeleton. – Integrative 
Organismal Biology, 7(1): obaf029. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/iob/obaf029. 

CHEN, A., VAN TUINEN, M., FIELD, D.J. (2024): Birds, 
Diversification of. Reference Module in Life Sciences. 
Elsevier. ISBN 9780128096338. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-443-15750-9.00054-
9. 

CHIAPPE, L.M., NAVALÓN, G., MARTINELLI, A.G., DE SOUSA 

CARVALHO, I., SANTUCCI, R.M., WU, Y-H., FIELD, D.J. 
(2024): Cretaceous bird from Brazil informs the 
evolution of the avian skull and brain. – Nature, 635: 
376-381. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-024-08114-
4. 

CRANE, A., BENITO, J., CHEN, A., MUSSER, G., TORRES, C., 
CLARKE, J.A., LAUTENSCHLAGER, S., KSEPKA, D.T., 
FIELD, D.J. (2025): Taphonomic damage obfuscates 
interpretation of the retroarticular region of the 
Asteriornis mandible. – Geobios, 90: 31-43. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geobios.2024.03.003. 

DEMUTH, O.E., HUTCHINSON, J.R., LA BARBERA, V., 
WARNER, S.E., FIELD, D.J. (2025): Soft tissue 
constraints on joint mobility in the avian shoulder. – 
Journal of Experimental Biology, jeb.250952. doi: 
https://doi.org/10.1242/jeb.250952. 

DWIVEDI, N., LASO-JADART, R., HEIGHTON, S.P., VERRY, A. 
J.F., NIETO-HEREDIA, A., LESTURGIE, P., KHOST, D., 
SACKTON, T.B., CHIKHI, L., ORLANDO, L., HUME, J.P., 
ACHAZ, G., THEVES, C., MONA, S. & WARREN, B.H. 
(2025): Combining population genomics with 
historical DNA to understand the colonization history 
of the Madagascar turtle dove. – Molecular Ecology 
doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2025.06.05.658009  

FIELD, D.J. (2025): Paleontology: Ducks all the way 
down? – Current Biology, 35: R409-R412. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cub.2025.03.051. 

FIELD, D.J., BURTON, M.G.P., BENITO, J., PLATEAU, O.J.C., 
NAVALÓN, G. (2025): Whence the birds: 200 years of 
dinosaurs, avian antecedents. – Biology Letters, 21: 
20240500. https://doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2024.0500.  

GARLAND, K.L.S., HAY, E.M., FIELD, D.J., EVANS, A.R. 
(2025): Common developmental origins of beak 
shapes and evolution in theropods. – iScience, 28(4): 
112246. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.isci.2025.112246. 

GERLACH, J., GRIFFITHS, O., HUME, J. P., LOUCHART, A. & 

CAIRNS-WICKS, R. (2025): Diversity of the extinct land 
snail genus Chilonopsis of St Helena (Mollusca: 
Gastropoda: Achatinidae). – European Journal of 
Taxonomy, 1007(1): 176–210.  

HEINEN, J. H., DRAKE, D. R., MCCONKEY, K., HUME, J. P., 
ALBERT, S., ANDO, H., BAIDER, C., BELLINGHAM, P., 
CASE, S. B., CHIMERA, C., FLORENS, F. B. V., FRICKE, 
E., GAWAL, A. M., GONZALEZ-CASTRO, A., HELENO, R., 
HERVIAS-PAREJO, S., HRUSKA, A., IMADA, C. T. DE LIMA, 
R. F., NOGALES, M., ROGERS, H., RUMEU, B., 
STRASBERG, D., TRAVESET, A., VALIDO, A., WATANABE, 
K., WOTTON, D., YOSHIKAWA, T., RAHBEK, C. & 

BORREGAARD, M. K. (2025): Species introductions 
shift seed dispersal potential more than extinctions 
across 120 island plant–frugivore communities. – 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 
122(41): e2423438122. 

HUME, J.P. (2024): Ascension Night Heron (Nycticorax 
olsoni), version 1.0. – In Birds of the World (S. M. 
Billerman and M. G. Smith, Editors). Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, USA.  

HUME, J.P. (in review): Extinct Birds. Third, revised 
edition. – Helm: London. 

MACGILLAVRY, T., PELLICONI, F., JØNSSON, K.A., FIELD, 
D.J., FUSANI, L. (2025): Complex song and dance 
evolves independently of brain size in the Birds-of-
Paradise (Passeriformes: Paradisaeidae). – 
Ornithology, 142:ukaf000. 

PEACOCK, J., BENSON, M.A., GREENE, N.T., TOLLIN, D.J., 
FIELD, D.J., SPELLMAN, G.M. (2025): The morphology 
and mechanics of the middle ear in the barn owl (Tyto 
alba). – Journal of Morphology, 286: e70020. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/jmor.70020. 

RICO-GUEVARA, A., SUSTAITA, D., HURME, K.J., HANNA, 
J.E., JUNG, S., FIELD, D.J. (2024): Upper bill bending 
as an adaptation for nectar feeding in hummingbirds. 
– Journal of the Royal Society Interface, 21: 
20240286. https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2024.0286. 

SPEAR, J., HOFFMAN, E.A., MIYAMAE, J.A., WHALEN, C.D., 
ARRE, A.M., CHEN-KRAUS, C., CORLEY, M.K., FABBRI, 
M., GAUTHIER, J.A., HANSON, M., LEISS, A., 
MONGIARDINO KOCH, N., WIDNESS, J., FIELD, D.J., 
BHULLAR, B-A.S. (2025): Deep-time history of primate 
behavior and ecology as revealed by ancestral state 
reconstructions. – Journal of Mammalian Evolution, 
32(21). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10914-025-09756-5. 

STEELL, E.M., FIELD, D.J., LUBBE, P., BROWN, A., 
RAWLENCE, N., TENNYSON, A.J.D. (2025): A possible 
early bowerbird from the Miocene of New Zealand. – 
Historical Biology, 1-16. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/08912963.2025.2568099. 

STEELL, E.M., HSIANG, A.Y., FIELD, D.J. (2025): Revealing 
patterns of homoplasy in discrete phylogenetic 
datasets with a cross-comparable index. – Zoological 
Journal of the Linnean Society, 204(1): zlaf024. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/zoolinnean/zlaf024.  

WIDRIG, K.E., ALFIERI, F., KUO, P-C., JAMES, H.F., FIELD, 
D.J. (2025): Quantitative analysis of stem-
palaeognath flight capabilities sheds light on ratite 
dispersal and flight loss. – Biology Letters, 21: 
20250320. https://doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2025.0320. 

YOUNG, M. T., GREGORY, S. M. S., DICKINSON, E. C., HUME, 
J. P., DAY, M. O., DOUGLAS, R. P., SIMMONS, Z. M., 
WHITE, J., HELLER, M. O. & GOSTLING, N. J. (2024): 
Nomenclatural addendum to ‘The systematics and 
nomenclature of the Dodo and the Solitaire (Aves: 
Columbidae), and an overview of columbid family-
group nomina’. – Zoological Journal of the Linnean 
Society 202(4): 1–7. 
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POPULAR SCIENCE 
HUME, J. P. & WHITE, J. (2025): The truth about dodos. – 

Natural History Museum Magazine, 57: 32-37. 

GOSTLING, N. J., YOUNG, M. T. & HUME, J. P. (2024): The 
Dodo and the solitaire: Extinct birds that are full of 
life. – Linnean, 40(3): 18–23. 

YOUNG, M. T. HUME, J. P. HELLER, M. O. & GOSTLING, N. 
J. (2024): Eine ikone des naturschutzes – Einblicke 
in die evolution des dodos. – Fossilien, 5: 28–35. 

 
USA 

 
Since retiring in 2021, Dave Steadman has lived in 
Sonoita, Arizona. Lacking access to comparative 
collections except during increasingly rare trips to 
Gainesville, he occasionally collaborates with other 
scientists as the morpho/paleo person on projects that 
are largely molecular in nature. An example is the paper 
below on the endemic Cuban Blue-headed Quail-Dove, 
Starnoenas cyanocephala. 

OSWALD JA, BOYD BM, SZEWCZAK AR, LEFEBVRE MJ, 
STUCKY BJ, GURALNICK RP, JOHNSON KP, ALLEN JM, 
STEADMAN DW. (2025) Genomic data reveal that the 
Cuban blue-headed quail-dove (Starnoenas 
cyanocephala) is a biogeographic relict. – Biology 
Letters, 8;21(1):20240464. 
 

 
Chicago
O’CONNOR lab/Dead Bird Nerds @Field Museum 
In October 2025 Dr. PEI-CHEN KUO left our lab with his 
next stop being a postdoctoral position in the lab of Dr. 
HU Han at the IVPP. ALEX CLARK passed qualifications 
last Spring and is currently in the third year of his PhD 
publishing prolifically both on fossil and extant birds. In 
addition, another PhD student, ISAIAH MCKINNEY has 
joined our lab, working mostly on Green River birds and 
crownward avians from the Cretaceous. The first two 
papers on the Chicago Archaeopteryx (now the 14th 
specimen), were published this year. This summer, 
O’Connor conducted field work at the Changma locality 
of the Xiagou Formation in northwestern China 
(personally collecting three specimens of Gansus) and at 
the Las Hoyas locality in central Spain.  
 
ATTERHOLT JA, O’CONNOR JK, YOU H-L. (2025): 

Osteohistology of enantiornithine birds from the 
Lower Cretaceous Xiagou Formation. – Geobios, 90: 
5-16. 

BOHUS C, PARDO J, MANN A, O’CONNOR JK, DEVERA J. In 
press. New tetrapod material, faunal assemblage, 
and geology of the Late Mississippian-aged red bed 
deposits near Goreville, Illinois. – The Geological 
Society Special Publications. 

CASTRO-TEROL J, PÉREZ-RAMOS A, O’CONNOR JK, SANZ 

JL, SERRANO FJ. (2025): Micro-CT reconstruction 
reveals new information about the phylogeny and 
locomotion of the Early Cretaceous bird 
Iberomesornis romerali. – Geobios, 90: 17-30. 

KIAT Y, WANG X-L, ZHENG X-T, WANG Y, O’CONNOR JK. 
(2025): Wing morphology of Anchiornis huxleyi and 
the evolution of molt strategies in paravian dinosaurs. 
– Communications Biology, 8: 1633.  

LOWI-MERRI TM, HU H, O’CONNOR JK, BENSON RBJ, 
CLARAMONT S, EVANS DC. Accepted. Episodic sternal 

evolution and the signatures of avian flight origins. – 
Nature Ecology & Evolution. 

NAPOLI JG, FABBRI M, RUEBENSTAHL AA, O’CONNOR JK, 
BHULLAR BA, NORELL MA. (2025): Reorganization of 
the theropod wrist preceded the origin of avian flight. 
– Nature. 

O’CONNOR JK. (2025): Insights into the early evolution of 
modern avian physiology from fossilized soft tissues 
from the Mesozoic. – Philosophical Transactions of 
the Royal Society London B Biological Sciences, 
380: 20230426. 

O’CONNOR JK, CLARK AD, KUO P-C, KIAT Y, FABBRI M, 
SHINYA A, VAN BEEK C, LU J, WANG M, HAN H. (2025): 
Chicago Archaeopteryx informs on the early 
evolution of the avian bauplan. – Nature, 641, 1201–
1207 

O’CONNOR JK, CLARK AD, KUO P-C, WANG M, SHINYA A, 
VAN BEEK C, CHANG H-L. (2025): Avian features of 
Archaeopteryx feeding apparatus reflect elevated 
demands of flight. – The Innovation. 

O’CONNOR JK, WANG X-L, CLARK AD, KUO P-C, DAVILA R, 
WANG Y, ZHENG X-T, ZHOU Z-H. (2025): A new small-
bodied longipterygid (Aves: Enantiornithes) from the 
Aptian Jiufotang Formation preserving unusual 
gastroliths. – Paleontologica Electronica. 

O’CONNOR JK, ATTERHOLT JA, BAILLEUL AM, WANG M, KUO 

P-C, ZHOU Z-H. (2025): Description and 
osteohistology of two early immature enantiornithines 
(Aves: Ornithothoraces) from the Early Cretaceous 
Jehol Biota. – Geobios, 90: 103-122. 

O’CONNOR JK, ATTERHOLT JA, CLARK AD, ZHOU L-Q, PENG 

C, ZHANG X-Q, YOU H-L. (2025): A new 
enantiornithine (Aves: Ornithothoraces) from the 
Lower Cretaceous Xiagou Formation with unusually 
short pubes. – Geobios, 90: 123-131. 

 
 


